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Politics 

Documents trace smear 




MU history professor 
digging through files 
of Hoover, ZModd 

ByPATItICKJASPERSE 
Cl991,ThtMlw«i<a»Jotfnal 

The PBI letkod dcrogttCMry in- 
formatioA to Milwaukee Oongrcss- 
man CSemeia J. Zabk)dd and Pres* 
identJU^doo.iohnaoo about a 
politkal .fahdaer fixxn Wisoontin 
who was allied with Johnson’s ri- 
vals, John and Robert Kennedy^ 
newly disclosed lecords fiom the 
19<^ihow. 

The derogatory infonnatioil in- 
cluded auctions that the adviser, 

. Paul Cor^ had been involved in 
oomrounist activities in the 1940s. 
Some of those allegations may have 
found their way into Milwaukee 
Journal artides and a subsequent 
congressional investigation of Cor- 
bin, records show. . . * 

The documents; provide u in- 
triguing glimpse of the anti-com- 
munist fervor and cutthroat poli- 
tics of the 1960s that played out 
bdiind closed doors in Washing- 
ton and worked their way to 
Wisconsin. 

The documents also show that 
the FBI served as a valuable politi- 



cal resource in Johnson’s 1964 
presidential campaign, because 
Johnson distrusted Crnrhin and oth- 
er holdovers from the, administra- 
tion of Joto F. Kdinedy, wh6 was 
assassinated in Novemb^ 1963. 

Arthur Schlesinger Jr., an aide 
to John F. Keim^y, said in a 
recent interview with The Jounud 
that he • was not surprised that J. 
Ed^ Hoover, the I^Fs longtime 
director, was providing informa- 
don to Johnson; 

••Hoover bated Robert Kennedy 
and Johnson was delighted to g^ 
the information,** ^d Schlesingtf , 
who hew is a historian at City 
University of New York. 

Documents from Zablodd’s ar- 
chives and FBI records were pro- 
vided to The Jouraal by Athan 
Thebharis, a Marquette University 
history professor. He is an expert 
on procedures and wiD publish 
a book this fall titled *The Secret 
Files of J. Edgar Hoover.** 

The Journal has previously re- 
ported that FBI records obtained 
by Theoharis showed that 

■ Former US Supreme Court 
Justice Abe Fortas leaked confiden- 
tial deUberations to the FBI. 

■ Ronald Reagan gave the FBI 
information on suspected commu- 
nist activities in Hollywood in 
1947. 



■ Thb FBI idaudesdndy tried 
to gather embarrassing information 
about President Dwight Eisenhow- 
er at the suggestion of an aide to 
former Wisconsin SerL Joseph R. 
McCarthy. 

Theoharis and one of his gradu- 
ate students, Stephen Leahy, ob- 
tained the FBI records about Cor- 
bin through the Freedom of 
Information Act and Zablocld’s 
files in archives at Marquette Uni- 
versity. 

Most those Involved in the 
political maneuvering have died, 
induding Corbin, Zablodd, John- 
son, Hoover and the Kennedyt. 

Corbin, who was fiom Janes- 1 
ville, worM in John F. Kennedy's . 
1 960 presidential campaign. US ^ 
Atty. Gen. Robert Kam^ landed 
Corbin a job as top aide to John M. 
Bailey, then the Democratic na- 
tional chairman. 

21ablocki was •‘unhappy it 
wasn’t one of his men hang ap- 
pointed** and tried to get Coibm 
removed, Theoharis said. 

Zablo^ obtained a 1959 confi- 
dential FBI report on Corbin alleg- 
ing he was active in radical labor 
groups in the 1940s and was a 
dues-paying, card-carrying member 
of the Communist Par^ in the 
*40s. The FBI report is in Za- 
blodd’s files, along with an Aug. 




;^h juit threC'di^ iater’r?-^ Aug. 24, 
•‘1961 ^ Thc;Mihiyauto Jo^ 

publislu^d the^fiist of sem ,, 

about Ooibiiii“The story said Cor- >v 
I ‘bin had bem^hcdve in oo^unist^^ 
activiUcsVih^, Wisconsin' 

.V1940S, *4nd era niiich of the -^ 
infonnatiohihtheZabk^inemo. ' 
TheohkmbdiemthatZ^ 

. was the Source of the information ‘ 
and the object waS to sn^ Cor- ’ 
bin. Two days, after tte story, 
blocld called for Coft)in’s firing 
, from his Democratic Party iob. 

ZaModri also exchanged, several 
letten with’tdward Kmtein, the . 
Jounud reporter who wrote most of 
. the stories about CorbiiL 

A September 1961 letter from 
Zablocki to Kenrtcin said: “I must 
say that when 
you, start upoii. 
ion proj^' 
ydu'afh r^lly 
thorough! More 
power to you. , 

Please keep, me. 
infom^ of any 
further develop-, 
ments as you^ 
know exactly 
i^riierelstanddn Kerstcm 
this issue." 

An October letter to Zablocki 
from Kenaein .said: “HI keq> you 
informed on .whatever additional 
information I am able to acquire 
on my assignxnqit /regarding Paul 
Coibin.- ^ ^ ' 

Kerstein is retired and lives in 
Hales Comers. He said that he was 
assigned to the story by an editor 
wha received a tip about Corbin. 
Kerstein said he did not know the 
source of the tip. He said Zablocki 
was not the source for the initial 
ftorv, though Zabkxki provided in- 
forrnation for later stories on Cor- 

Zablock^s motm was opposi- 
tion So communists being in the 
Democratic Party," Kerstein said. 

The Journal stories and Za- 
blocki*8 continuing complaints 
about Coibin prompted the House 
Committee on Un-American 
tivities to hold hearings on Corbin, 
recorxis show. 

Kentein was one of the witness- 
es who testified about Corbin's al- 
leged Communist Party activities. 
Kerstein testified in November 
1961. 

Cofbiii laid at the tiitie that he 
had never been a communist, but 
several committee witnesses testi- 
fied that Corbin was active in the 
Communist Party in the 1940s, 

The committee reached no con- 
clusion, and Cbcbin retained his 
job with the Democratic National 
Committee. 

FBI records indicate the agency 
again provided information about 
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MARQUETnE PROFESSOR Athan Theoharfs Is doing i^asearch tor a book 
to be titled “The Secret Files of J. Edgar Hoover." * i 



Cofbin^and other Kennedy aides, 
this time In ^1964 to President 
Johnson. . v 

Johnson distrusted Corbin and 
several other former advisers to 
John F. Kennedy. Johnson be- 
lieved them to be loyal to rival 
Democrat Robert Kennedy. 

A January 1964 memo to Hoo 
ver fom one of his top aides, 
Cartha De Loach, said Johnson 
would get Corbin renKxved from 
his Democratic Party job. r 

Coibin was forced out of his job 
with the Democratic National 
Committee in Fdmiaiy 1964. A 
rhemo to Hoover finom De Loach a 
month .later indicated that informa- 
tion "specifically ftimished at the 
direction of the president" got Cor- 
bin and another Democratic advis- 
erfired V 

Another March 1964 memo to 
Hoover fiom De Loac h said the 
FBI also gave Johnson information 
about several other former Kenne- 
dy aides — including press seae- 
tiy Pierre Salinger — whom John- 



son had retained. . 

Salinger, now s repofter for 
ABC r News in London, said 
^ throu^ a spokeswoman that he 
was not aware that the FBI had 
turned infordiatiop about him ovor 
to Johnson. ‘ 

De Loach, who dpw is retired 
and lives iii Hilton Head, .SC, 
said, "I recall nothing. It's betn 21 
yean ago since I left the FBL" 

De Loach said, however, that 
the FBI sometimes did background 
checks at the request of the presi- 
dent. “While some people may 
think it's political, other people 
' may realize it comes within the 
juri^ction," he said. 

Schlesinger said the dis- 
closed records further ooQurn^ 
how politicized the FBI was chiring 
Hoovci^s reign. 

“When* Hoover ran it, h certain- 
ly wasn't non-political at all, and 
Johnson wanted it that way," 
Schlesinger said. “God knows why 
. Johnson wanted this stuff. Johnson 
' just Iflccd to have stuff on people." 
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